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Glossary of acronyms and abbreviations

 OSS4SMES Free and Open Source Sofware for Small Medvum Enterprvses
PM Project Manager
PC Project Coordvnator
MC Management Commvtee
AB Adivsory Board
QM Qualvty Manager
 OSS-BU Free and Open Source Sofware – Busvness User
ATL Atlants Engvneervng S.A.
Dtewrn EUROPEAN DIGITAL LEARNING NETWORK
SKUNI Unviersvty of Sköide
O E OpenForum Europe
 S E Free Sofware Foundaton Europe
DIT Dublvn Insttute of Technology
VET Vocatonal Educaton and Travnvng
ECVET European Credvt System for Vocatonal Educaton and Travnvng
NA Natonal Agency
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1. Introduction

Thvs document series as a statement and mutual agreement of the partners of the 

FOSS4SMEs consortum regardvng the strategy for further dvssemvnaton and explovtaton of 

the project's results. It vs part and startng povnt of the larger Explovtaton Plan whvch vs 

subject to bevng drafed at thvs stage. Its goal vs to defne guvdelvnes for setng the 

vntellectual property rvghts of created matervals throughout the project tme to guarantee 

publvc access.

The FOSS4SMEs project educates about the benefts of Free and Open Source Sofware for 

busvnesses: cooperatoni fexvbvlvtyi vnnoiaton and many more. As project partners we are 

conivnced that these prvncvples should also apply to our work. We want to allow people to 

usei studyi share and vmproie the knowledge we gavned. Thereforei the matervals we create 

wvll be released under a lvcence whvch supports these goals.

2. Basic Principles of Licencing Choice

It vs crucval to defne a proper lvcence for the e-learnvng courses and further documents 

whvch are govng to be crafed. By default all matervals would be subject to normal 

copyrvghtng whvch makes vt harder for others to use and reuse vt. As wvth FOSSi the lvcencvng

should contavn the four essental freedoms:

1. The matervals can be used for any purposei no mater vf for personali educatonal or 

commercval gavn.

2. The matervals can be studved. Thvs freedoms plays a larger role for sofware whvch vs 

ofen vntransparent from the outsvde. But also our learnvng courses should allow 

people to vnspect thevr structure and ease the executon of the other freedoms.

3. The matervals can be shared. Users should be allowed to forward the learnvng 

documents to thevr frvendsi students or colleagues.

4. The matervals can be vmproied and edvted. Any entty should be allowed to modvfy 

the coursesi for vnstance to extend themi fx mvstakes or update thevr content.

As the European-wvde FOSS4SMEs projecti we haie some addvtonal preferences:

• The lvcence shall be easy to adapt and compatble wvth other common FOSS and 

open knowledge lvcences. Thvs allows people and busvnesses to bundle thevr 

knowledge wvth the consortum's and reach a huge audvence.
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• The lvcence shall requvre enttes whvch republvsh the FOSS4SMEs matervalsi no 

mater vf modvfed or noti to state vts orvgvnal authors. As a publvcly funded project 

we consvder vt vmportant to allowvng reuse on the one handi but statng the source 

of creatng on the other.

• The lvcence shall requvre republvshvng enttes to use a lvcence wvth the same 

proivsvons. Thvs can evther be the same lvcence or a compatble one. Thvs wayi all 

freedoms and also thvs iery same condvton wvll always be preseried. In the FOSS 

worldi such a prvncvple vs called copylef.

2.1. Default Licence

As wvth Free Sofwarei there vs a consvderably large range of lvcences whvch ft these 

requvrements wvth dvferent scopes and condvtons vniolied. Wvth CC BY-SA 4.0 

Internatonali we decvde to prefer one specvfc lvcence. It vs one of Creatie Commons 

lvcenses whvch vs consvdered compatble wvth the most vmportant FOSS lvcencesi for example 

GNU GPL 3.0. It vs also translated to a lot of languages whvch makes vt easy for non-Englvsh 

speakers to understand vts essence. Another adiantage vs vts wvde spread vn many areas 

whvch lowers thresholds for people and vnsttutons to reuse the FOSS4SMEs matervals.

The key elements of CC BY-SA 4.0 are:

• Free to share: copy and redvstrvbute the materval vn any medvum or format

• Free to adapt: remvxi transformi and buvld upon the materval for any purposei eien 

commercvally

• One must gvie approprvate credvti proivde a lvnk to the lvcensei and vndvcate vf 

changes were made. One may do so vn any reasonable manneri but not vn any way 

that suggests the lvcensor endorses one or one’s use (Atrvbuton).

• If one remvxesi transformsi or buvlds upon the matervali one must dvstrvbute one’s 

contrvbutons under the same lvcense as the orvgvnal (Share Alvke).

• No addvtonal restrvctons: one may not apply legal terms or technologvcal measures 

that legally restrvct others from dovng anythvng the lvcense permvts.

See the officval websvte for more vnformaton on CC BY-SA 4.0 and the full lvcence text.

2.2. Exceptional Cases

Howeieri we also allow us to re- or dual-lvcence specvfc materval under the iery permvssvie 

lvcence CC0 1.0. Usvng thvs lvcence wavies practally all copyrvghts and dedvcates the work to 

the publvc domavn. Thvs can be possvble for audvoivsual fles lvke spoken texti pvctures or 

ivdeos under certavn condvtons when reusers and remvxers of such materval haie iery 

conivncvng reasons that the BY or SA requvrement actiely hvnders the materval's usage. 
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These exceptons haie to be dvscussed wvth all partners takvng the dvferent optons and 

efects vnto account.

More vnformaton on CC0 can be found on vts websvte.

Wvth these consvderatons taken vnto accounti we strongly belveie that vt vmproies the 

dvssemvnaton and explovtaton of the FOSS4SMEs project results. Our actons also are 

showvng other peoplei busvnesses and organvsatons that we are conivnced of the FOSS 

prvncvples. Insofari our actie chovce vs also a role model and posvtie example for others vn 

the feldi especvally educatonal vnsttutons.

7

https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/

	Glossary of acronyms and abbreviations
	1. Introduction
	2. Basic Principles of Licencing Choice
	2.1. Default Licence
	2.2. Exceptional Cases


